The Random Jottings of Donald Jay in Nelson in Pendle Lancashire . 
Gas Lamp 
Location: Burnley — Claughton Street 


Circa August 1906 

Comments: Over the course of a week, 400 people were said to have visited the street in the 
hope of spotting a ghost which had taken to occasionally appearing. A local police officer 
demonstrated that the ghost was the reflection of two gas lamps. 


Poem. 
In Claughton Street, a gas lamp stood Its light flickering, like firewood A spectral figure, some 


did see And soon the rumours spread, like a disease 

A ghost, they said, haunts this place A spirit trapped in time and space Some saw it walking, 
others heard it cry 400 people came, just to try 

To catch a glimpse of this eerie sight To see the ghost, in the pale moonlight But then a police 
officer stepped in And showed the truth, with a simple grin 

The ghost was nothing but a reflection Of two gas lamps, a simple connection And so the 
crowds dispersed, with a sigh No ghost, just a trick of the eye 

But still, that gas lamp stands today A reminder of a time, so far away When ghostly tales were 
all the rage And simple things, could spark such a craze. 


By Donald Jay 


